
 

PRESS PACK 
 

EU DIGITAL SUMMIT  
9 June, Residence Palace, Brussels 

 
 

EU DIGITAL SUMMIT 2026 CONCLUDES WITH A CLEAR MESSAGE: 
Europe Must Move From Digital Ambition to Industrial Competitiveness 

 
Brussels, 9 June 2026  Under the theme: “Breaking Digital Barriers: From Digital Ambition to Industrial 
Competitiveness”, the EU Digital Summit brought together European policymakers, regulators, industry 
leaders, investors, technology companies and media representatives at Residence Palace in Brussels, to 
address one of Europe’s defining challenges: how to transform digital ambition into industrial 
competitiveness. After a decade of landmark legislation across AI, data governance, cybersecurity, digital 
markets and online platforms, the focus has shifted from rulemaking to implementation. Across a day of 
high-level interviews and panels, discussions centred on reducing fragmentation, scaling digital 
infrastructure, accelerating AI adoption and reinforcing Europe’s sovereignty and resilience in an 
increasingly contested geopolitical environment. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• From regulation to delivery: 2026 marks a turning point:  implementation, real-world outcomes 
and measurable impact are now the benchmark for Europe’s digital agenda. 

• Digital sovereignty and competitiveness are inseparable: Europe must reduce strategic 
dependencies, keep innovation onshore and build digital infrastructure that supports both 
economic strength and autonomy. 

• Digital infrastructure is a strategic asset: data centres, semiconductors, connectivity and 
cloud infrastructure are central to economic resilience and must be secured, scaled and 
governed with long-term ambition. 

• AI and data deployment must generate productivity: Europe’s AI regulations are maturing; the 
priority now is turning frameworks into adoption, innovation and measurable gains for industry. 

• Trust, security and resilience must be built in: cybersecurity and supply chain resilience are 
not afterthoughts: they are foundational to Europe’s digital competitiveness. 

• Regulatory simplification can unlock speed and scale: reducing fragmentation across the 
Single Market and simplifying implementation of digital legislation will help businesses, SMEs 
and innovators move faster without compromising standards. 

• Investment and talent are the decisive factors: mobilising capital and attracting skilled people 
to Europe’s digital sector are essential to sustaining leadership in a globally competitive 
environment. 

ONE LINER 

At the EU Digital Summit 2026 in Brussels, EU and industry leaders converged on a shared priority: 
translating Europe’s digital rulebook into practical outcomes for competitiveness, investment, 
productivity and trust, through infrastructure, AI adoption, regulatory simplification and a sovereign, 
resilient digital ecosystem. 



 

 
ABOUT THE EU DIGITAL SUMMIT 

The EU Digital Summit 2026 is organised by European Business Summits (EBS) and is focused on how 
Europe can translate its digital policy foundations into real-world progress, deploying digital 
infrastructure, accelerating innovation, and building a digital economy that is competitive, trustworthy 
and fit for a net-zero, geopolitically resilient future. It convenes policymakers, business leaders, 
innovators and financial actors to examine delivery challenges and the partnerships needed for a future-
ready European digital ecosystem. 

“At a moment of unprecedented geopolitical and economic challenge, Europe’s digital transition can no 
longer be about intentions, it must be about delivery. Europe has the talent; the task now is to build the 
capacity, confidence and speed to compete.” 

- Arnaud Thysen, Executive Director, European Business Summits 
 

SELECTED LEADERS AND SPEAKERS 

EU institutions and public leadership: 

• Michael McGrath , European Commissioner for Democracy, Justice, The Rule of Law and 
Consumer Protection 

• Dragoş Tudorache, Member of Cabinet of EVP Séjourné, European Commission 
• Senior representatives, European Commission 
• Members of the European Parliament 

Industry and private leadership: 

• Leading executives from global technology companies: Salesforce, Workday, ServiceNow, 
Deloitte, Mastercard, Visa, Broadcom, Amazon, SAP, EBRD, Microsoft, Lenovo, Zscaler, BMW, 
Aidoptation 

• Representatives from financial institutions and investment funds 
• Industry association leaders and digital policy specialists 

ABOUT EUROPEAN BUSINESS SUMMITS 

European Business Summits is a leading platform for debate and engagement between policymakers, 
business leaders, civil society and experts on Europe’s most strategic political and economic priorities. 
Through its high-level summits and events, EBS brings together European institutions, industry leaders 
and global stakeholders to discuss policy developments, investment priorities and the future of Europe’s 
competitiveness. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Linkedin 
Instagram  
X 

CONTACT 

European Business Summits 
Carlotta Momigliano, Communications and Press Officer 
press@ebsummit.eu 
www.ebsummits.eu 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-business-summit/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/
https://x.com/ebsummiteurope
http://www.ebsummits.eu/
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