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The EU Digital Summit 2026 brought together
policymakers, industry leaders, private sector
representatives and civil society at a decisive
moment for Europe’s digital and industrial future.
Discussions across the programme converged on one
priority: Europe has built a world-leading digital
rulebook, but its competitiveness will now depend on
delivery. Trust, openness, resilience and
simplification were presented not as separate
objectives, but as mutually reinforcing conditions for
scaling AI, data, platforms, payments, energy, cyber
security and mobility across the Single Market.

DATA, TRUST AND GROWTH: CAN
EUROPE’S REGULATORY MODEL
BECOME A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE?
The opening discussion framed Europe’s digital
rulebook not as an endpoint, but as a delivery
challenge. Speakers agreed that trust can be a source
of competitive advantage only if rules are clearer,
easier to apply and consistently enforced across the
Single Market. The debate around GDPR and the
Digital Omnibus highlighted the tension between
simplification, legal certainty and the protection of
fundamental rights. Industry voices stressed that
compliance must be embedded in products and
governance systems, while policymakers underlined
that innovation should not rely on weakening privacy
safeguards. A recurring distinction emerged between
high-risk consumer-facing uses and enterprise AI,
where trusted deployment could help European
companies raise productivity and scale.

Panellists debated when intervention is necessary,
where possible choke points could emerge in the AI
value stack, and whether the DMA is sufficiently
future-proof for AI services, virtual assistants, cloud
dependencies and platform self-preferencing. The
discussion pointed to a market that remains highly
dynamic, with enterprises increasingly multi-
sourcing models, routing tasks across providers and
relying on orchestration layers that support
switching. At the same time, speakers warned against
complacency: vertical integration, access to data,
interoperability and future “intelligence loops”
require close monitoring. The central message was
that enforcement must be evidence-based, targeted
and compatible with innovation.

DECODING THE GENAI MARKET:
COMPETITION, PARTNERSHIPS, AND
THE OPEN-SOURCE ALTERNATIVE

The payments panel positioned payment systems as
strategic infrastructure for Europe’s economic
resilience. Digital euro discussions focused on
offline functionality, privacy and the need to
complement rather than displace private-sector
solutions. Industry speakers stressed that resilience
is not only technical; it requires cybersecurity, anti-
fraud capacity, fallback mechanisms, local
processing options and ecosystem readiness.
Interoperability emerged as the key to scale, with
instant payments, account-to-account solutions,
Wero, Bizum and existing payment rails presented as
assets to build on. Participants called for realistic
public-private sequencing of reforms, avoiding
overload while responding to stablecoins,
geopolitical risk and strategic dependencies.
Diversification, rather than isolation, was framed as
the goal.

STRENGTHENING EUROPE'S
FINANCIAL RESILIENCE: BUILDING
COMPETITIVE AND SECURE PAYMENT
SYSTEMS

The GenAI session explored how fast-moving AI
markets test Europe’s competition toolbox.
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The DMA review session assessed whether open
digital markets are becoming a practical reality. The
Commission pointed to early impacts including
greater browser and search choice, more options
over data use, alternative app models and increased
transparency in advertising. Businesses and
researchers highlighted implementation challenges,
from self-preferencing and retail marketplaces to
interoperability, portability and the calibration of
remedies. Speakers underlined that the DMA is not
self-executing: constructive dialogue, clarity and
proportionate enforcement are needed to turn legal
obligations into usable market outcomes. Antitrust
remains complementary, especially where AI, cloud
or emerging platform practices fall outside the DMA’s
immediate scope. Europe’s enforcement autonomy
was presented as non-negotiable, even amid
transatlantic dialogue.

THE DMA REVIEW: CAN EUROPE MAKE
OPEN DIGITAL MARKETS WORK IN
PRACTICE?

BEYOND THE BANNER: NAVIGATING
BROWSER-LEVEL CONSENT AND THE
FUTURE OF THE OPEN WEB
The browser-level consent discussion examined a
central trade-off in the Digital Omnibus: reducing
cookie fatigue without weakening the economic
foundations of the open web. Citizen research
showed low awareness of how free content is funded
and limited willingness to pay for multiple sites,
raising concerns that automated or centralised
consent could accelerate paywalls and digital
exclusion. Publishers linked reduced consent rates to
lower advertising revenues, less investment in
journalism and weaker media plurality. European tech
representatives warned that intermediated consent
could break direct user relationships and
disadvantage European firms. The session called for
“consent where it matters”, stronger privacy-
enhancing technologies, workable lawful bases for
low-risk processing and standards that protect both
privacy and competition.

The digital-energy session treated AI and data as
both a new energy demand and a tool for system
optimisation. The Commission’s new roadmap for
digitalisation and AI in energy was framed around
interoperability, access to data and the scaling of
services across the Single Market. Panellists
highlighted practical use cases such as predictive
maintenance, grid management, demand-side
flexibility and cyber-resilient utilities, while stressing
that critical infrastructure cannot rely blindly on AI
systems. Data centres were a central focus:
electricity use is rising, concentrated loads are
straining local grids, and efficiency, water use, waste
heat reuse and siting decisions now matter. The
discussion concluded that digital energy
transformation will require investment, clean power
and measurable returns.

DIGITAL-ENERGY NEXUS: CAN
DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE UNLOCK
EUROPE’S NEXT ENERGY SYSTEM?

The cyber panel showed that resilience is now
inseparable from geopolitics, supply chains and AI.
Threats are expanding through AI-enabled attacks,
cloud and connected systems, complex ICT
dependencies and risks to critical infrastructure.
Speakers highlighted the role of the Cybersecurity
Act revision, NIS2, the Cyber Resilience Act, cross-
border cyber hubs, intelligence sharing and cyber
reserves, while recognising the scale of
implementation across Member States and industry.
Digital sovereignty was discussed as a question of
trusted, diversified supply, objective security
guarantees and strategic capacity rather than
country of origin alone. Skills, certification, built-in
security, public-private cooperation and AI for cyber
defence were presented as essential to securing
innovation without slowing it.

NEW CYBER THREATS, NEW RULES:
CAN THE EU’S NEXT CYBER
RULEBOOK SECURE SUPPLY CHAINS
WITHOUT STALLING INNOVATION?
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The automotive session framed Europe’s car industry
as a test case for clean industrial competitiveness.
With electrification, software, AI, autonomous
systems and global competition converging, speakers
argued that Europe must accelerate without
abandoning safety, sustainability and consumer trust.
The Clean Corporate Vehicles debate linked fleet
renewal to affordability and second-hand electric
mobility. Aidoptation’s experience highlighted the
need for harmonised cross-border testing rules for
automated vehicles, so companies do not repeat
approval processes country by country. BMW
stressed Europe’s strengths in engineering,
complexity management and software talent, while
calling for a sharper focus on silicon, compute for
physical AI and frontier models. Panellists agreed
Europe can regain leadership, but only with future-
oriented regulation, investment and public-private
partnerships.

DRIVING EUROPE’S CLEAN INDUSTRIAL
FUTURE: DIGITAL INNOVATION FOR A
COMPETITIVE AUTOMOTIVE SECTOR

FIRESIDE CHAT WITH EUROPEAN
COMMISSIONER, MICHAEL MCGRATH 

Commissioner McGrath’s fireside chat connected
digital policy with fairness, democracy and public
trust. The discussion on the forthcoming Digital
Fairness Act focused on online harms, protection of
minors, evidence-based regulation and the need to
close remaining gaps without adding unnecessary
complexity. Stronger EU-level enforcement was
presented as important for systemic, cross-border
consumer cases, while national authorities would
remain central. On the Democracy Shield, the
Commissioner stressed that free and fair elections,
independent media, civil society and rule of law are
foundations for Europe’s economy and democratic
legitimacy. The exchange also addressed foreign
interference, domestic disinformation risks and the
need for one clear rulebook to reduce fragmentation
across the 27 Member States

CONCLUSIONS
Across the day, the message was consistent: Europe’s
digital agenda has entered its implementation phase.
Competitiveness will depend less on choosing
between regulation and innovation than on making
trusted rules usable, enforceable and investable. The
next test is delivery: scaling AI and data, ensuring
open markets, securing infrastructure, modernising
payments and mobility, and aligning digital policy
with Europe’s wider industrial future.
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